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COVID Advice for Families 
The Dept of Education is continuing to work 
closely with the Australian Health Protection 
Principal Committee (AHPPC), NSW Health and 
other agencies to ensure our schools continue 
to operate in the safest ways possible in the 
COVID-19 environment.  
 
Advice for families: 
• Parents and carers are reminded NOT to 

send children to school if they are unwell, 
even if they have the mildest flu-like symp-
toms. 

• NSW Health has requested that schools en-
courage anyone who is unwell or has even 
mild flu-like symptoms, to arrange to be test-
ed through their local medical practitioner or 
one of the COVID-19 clinicsExternal link. 

• Students and staff with flu-like symptoms will 
need to be tested and provide a copy of a 
negative COVID-19 test result and be symp-
tom-free before being permitted to return to 
school. 

• Students who do not undertake a COVID-19 
test will not be permitted to return to school 
for a 10-day period. Additionally, they must be 
symptom-free for at least 3 days prior to re-
turning to school. 

We are working to keep BHPS students as safe 
as we possibly can. 
 
Year 2 & 3 Swimming Scheme 
Each year, the NSW Dept of Education targets 
Year 2 students in a Learn to Swim campaign. 
Lessons for this program are free to parents, 
paid for by the DoE. Parents are required to pay 
for bus transport and entry into the pool but are 
receiving much more than what this costs. 
 

Last year, students in Year 2 were unable to take 
part in this scheme because of COVID Re-
strictions. So, in 2021, Year 2 & 3 will be involved 
in this program of free lessons every day for five 
days from 1—5 March. 

Sue Bennett 
Principal 

Principal’s Report 
Swimming Carnival 
This week’s carnival did not disappoint. The plan-
ning & organisation by Mr Rawson was first class, 
the implementation by teachers on the day was 
superb and the participation, enthusiasm and ex-
citement generated by the students was electri-
fying.  
 
The carnival ran like clockwork allowing a greater 
number of students participating in all races, es-
pecially the juniors. Congratulations students & 
teachers for a combined extremely successful 
carnival and fun day. See photos inside. 
 
Meet the Teacher 
Preparations for our Meet the Teacher infor-
mation sessions have included: 
• Newsletters have been emailed with infor-

mation about the term ahead 
• Links for parents to ask questions beforehand 

have been provided and  
• Links to all webinars have been sent out by 

email for parents to log on next week. 
Don’t forget, the main aim is to introduce the 
class teachers and hear what is happening for the 
term. 

Later in the term, we will hold parent/teacher in-
terviews, possibly still virtually depending on re-
strictions.  
 
These interviews will be to report on your child’s 
individual progress and give an indication of 
where to next for each child. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/clinics


 

 



 

 

 

Safer Internet Day  

This week we had ‘Safer Internet Day’ 
Here is some valuable advice from the online 
team at Safe On Social. 
 
When your child reaches 10 – 11yrs (or even  
earlier), they may start asking for their first 
smartphone and to use social media. So here 
are ten things to keep your Tweens safe online: 
 
1. If your child is asking for a phone, make sure 
that you get them to do a little presentation, or 
write a small project sheet, on a topic of cyber 
safety every week in the lead up to getting their 
phone. 
 
2. Think about the age recommendations; it is 
not illegal for a child to use social media under 
the age of 13yrs with their parents’ permission. 
But they need to remember to update their 
age on any site that has asked for it when they 
actually turn 13yrs. Like Facebook, for example. 
This way, the app will not think they are older. 
As an extreme example…if your child signs up 
to use Facebook when they are 10yrs, and they 
have to lie and say they are 13yrs…so by the time 
they are 15yrs if they haven’t adjusted the year 
they were born, the app will think they are 
18yrs. Then they can get a Tinder account as it 
relies on Facebook for verification! 
  
3. Teach your kids to think twice before they 
accept a friend request. Just because someone 
is a friend of their big brother or sister or cousin 
who goes to another school does not mean 
they should let them into their life. 
  
4. Engage with them about their favourite  
social media app and get them to teach you 
about it so you can at least know the basics. Get 
them to show you how to block and report so 
you can be sure they know how to. 
 
5. Be a good role model. Keep your screen time 
in check. There is no use banning the phones 
from bedrooms if you go to bed with yours 
each night, for example. 
 
6. Help them to check and manage privacy  
settings. This is something you can do together 
when they are younger by making it a shared 
experience.  

7. Think twice before “sharenting.” Do not post 
photos of your kids in school uniform or school 
events or holding certificates with their full 
name and school name on it. You are letting 
the whole world know where they go to school. 
This can happen by “checking in” or geotagging 
a school as well. 
 
8. Ask them first when you are about to share 
their photo. Let your kids be involved in the  
decision making on whether they are ok with 
you posting a photo of them or not as young as 
possible. This will teach them to ask others first 
before they post pictures as they grow up. 
  
9. Put healthy boundaries in place. Don’t ban 
them from their device if they forget to do a 
household chore or are naughty for something 
totally unrelated to their device. Do not take it 
off them if they speak up about something that 
has happened online because you are scared 
either. This is the quickest way to drive all the 
conversations that you want to be having  
underground. Instead, if you have a healthy 
boundary like all devices are banned from the 
bathroom or bedroom. So when they are 
caught with their device in either place, you 
ban them for a week. This way, they will learn 
that it is safe to speak up about what is going 
on online without punishment unless they 
break the rules about device use. 
 
10. Respect the classifications. The average age 
of a gamer is 35yrs old. Classifications are there 
for a reason. It is not ok for a child under the 
age of 18yrs to be playing R Rated games…even 
with their parents!!! If your child is playing 
online games, set healthy boundaries around 
time playing as well. All of the other tips above 
also apply to gaming. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Kids Giving Back from BHPS  
 
Kids Giving Back is a charity whose mission is to 
create the next Generation of Generosity. 
 
The programs are delivered for children 6-18 
years old and their families, and offer opportuni-
ties to assist vulnerable people in the community. 
  
Embracing the concept of making a contribution 
back into community, the programs deliver a 
range of volunteering experiences to assist students acquire empathy, experience 
altruism and achieve a sense of belonging. 
  
Kids Giving Back at present provides service learning programs for 87 schools as 
part of the curriculum or as one of their enrichment activities.  
 
While we were enjoying a well-deserved rest over the school holidays, students 
from our school were participating in community volunteering programs at Kids 
Giving Back.  
  
The contribution of our students has resulted in over 3700 meals and re-
sources being prepared and distributed during the December /January school 
holiday period.  
 
Our students have undertaken these opportunities in their leisure time and pro-
gram facilitators have been unanimous in their praise for the enthusiasm and en-
gagement of all our young volunteers. Eleven charities were assisted as a result of 
their work which supports the homeless and vulnerable in the community. 
  
Congratulations to the following students participated in one or more of our pro-
grams during these school holidays: 
 

Alexis C Ilana L Jamie M Georgia E 
 

Jaimee A  Gemma W   and  Sienna G-S 
 
 
  
  
  
 
  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
Merit Awards 

Week 3 

 
Kindergarten: Shane S, Ivy K, Evie B, Jake K,  
               Amelia S, Toby J, Dasha S, Archie C,  
               Layla N, Josh T 
 
Year 1:  Nittai Z, Marlee C, Claudia D, Miles W,  
               Matan N, Amalia B, Maya C, Ori V 
 
Year 2:  Aiden S, Aline M, Riley S, Harley B,  
                Celine G, Reggie C, Eden W, Joshua K 
 
Year 3:  Caleb B, Hannah G, Ethan G, Vivienne L,  
               Noor A, Jake A 
 
Year 4: Chloe G, Rachel J, Janna S, Isabella P,  
               Raquel S, Stella N 
 
Year 5:  Gabriella B, Jeremy S, Nate M,  
                Anastasia L 
 
Year 6:  Luka B, Joa D W, Jaimee A, Lior B 
 
 

Languages  
Hebrew:   
Leo Leeder (Y2), Zachary P (Y3), Carmel S (Y4), 
Calev B (Y5) 
 
Russian: 
Mika K (Yr K), Fletcher H (Yr 1), Nicolette P (Yr 2), 
Magali D (Yr 3), Zac F (Yr 5) 
 

Vaucluse Award 
 
Every year, the Hon Gabrielle Upton donates 
two awards to the students at BHPS, one award 
for Stage 2 and one award for Stage 3.  
 
In 2020, Gabrielle was unable to be present at 
our awards ceremonies, however, she has made 
time in her busy schedule to meet with Ronen 
Barski, Year 6 2020 and present him with his 
award, pictured below with his brother, Mark in 
Year 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another student, Sophie Antic is scheduled to 
meet with Gabrielle to receive her award as well 
in the near future. 
 
We thank Gabrielle for her generosity each 
year. 
 
************************************************************* 

 



 

 

 

We have now allocated a class parent to all of the classes and we 
thank those parent coordinators for volunteering. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
We are seeking volunteers to provide ethics clas-
ses for all the families who have requested it for 
their children. 
 
Ethics teachers receive full training by Primary 
Ethics, the not-for-profit organisation approved to 
design curriculum and training for the ethics pro-
gram. Training consists of a two day workshop 
and short online modules. Lesson materials are 
provided.  
 
Suitable volunteers have an interest in children’s 
education and development of critical thinking 
skills and must be available for at least one class 
on Friday each week. 
 
In ethics classes, children learn how to think logi-
cally, disagree respectfully and support their ar-
guments with evidence, rather than act accord-
ing to blind habit or peer pressure.  
 
Children discuss topic such as: 
-imagining how others feel 
-how do we treat living things? 
-what is laziness? 
-how do we disagree in a respectful way? 
-fairness   

 
 
Could you be an ethics teacher for Bellevue 
Hill Public School? 
 
 
 
If you are looking for an opportunity to make a 
valuable contribution to our school, please visit 

www.primaryethics.com.au  
 

and/or contact  
 

Our BHPS school Ethics CoOrdinator 
Claire Kemperman  

Email: clairekemperman@hotmail.com 
 

 

http://www.primaryethics.com.au

